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munity of nations. The French fact, which Anglo-
Canadians, by their own confession, do not fully
appreciate, cannot be denied. It has been confirmed
and is confirmed every day not only in the social, intel-
lectual and political life of Canada, but in its economic
activity. If English-speaking Canadians end by resign-
ing themselves to it, they will abandon, for example,
their stubbornness in refusing to grant to the two
official races proportional representation in state ser-
vices, a stubbornness which is a cause of irritation,
anger, and constant division. They will, too, cease to
insist that French Canadians should speak English, on
the grounds that English is the language of 150,000,000
Americans and for that reason French has no place in
Canada. More, they themselves will speak French, in
great numbers, not, as today, only four or five per cent.8
And if, as Andre Siegfried believes, what separates the
two societies is less language than religion, and
"especially the general conception of life," they should
accept the fact of Catholicism all the more easily since
45% of Canadians are Catholics. They should recog-
nize that if the attitude of French-speaking Canadians
towards life differs from their own, agreement is still
not impossible between the two on the basis of com-
mon interest; for the immense majority of Canadians,
without distinction of language or belief, admit, with
the Prime Minister of their country, that if we cease to
be Christians we are indeed lost,9 and with the Prime
Minister of Great Britain that "our civilization can

8  In South Africa where English and Afrikaans are the two
official languages, 85% of the inhabitants are bilingual.    Cf. Revue
de FUniversite de Laval, June, 1948, p. 879.

9  Rt. Hon. Mackenzie King in June, 194?-